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GOVERNMENT REGIONAL OFFICERS’ HOUSING — COLLIE 
Grievance 

MS J.L. HANNS (Collie–Preston) [9.18 am]: I rise to grieve to the Minister for Housing this morning, regarding 
social housing in my electorate of Collie–Preston and in particular the suburb of Collie. I thank him for taking my 
grievance. I would like to thank the minister for personally visiting my electorate towards the end of August. The 
minister and I attended the great southern Western Australian Local Government Association zone meeting before 
visiting a number of social housing developments, including the Government Regional Officers’ Housing properties 
that I will mention in a minute. It is very clear when spending time with the minister that his absolute focus is 
on solving issues and accelerating housing delivery across Western Australia. We also visited the home of my 
constituents Brent, Jess and Arin White from White Building Co, which recently took out a number of awards in 
the Housing Industry Association’s south west awards, including one for sustainable and energy efficient design. 
Their house is stunning. I knew before we visited that the minister would be impressed by some of the innovation 
that is being driven by constituents like Brent in the Collie–Preston electorate to achieve passive solar and energy 
efficient design. 
I digressed from the real reason for this grievance, which is in relation to a block of six two-bedroom flats in Collie, 
which were designated as Government Regional Officers’ Housing for government workers such as teachers and 
police officers. The flats have been sitting vacant for some time due to them no longer being needed or not suitable 
for the needs of the Government Regional Officers’ Housing tenants. Indeed, I experienced this myself when I first 
moved to Collie in 2005 with my husband. The GROH properties on offer simply were not suitable for a growing 
family, so we purchased a home, as did many other government workers in the region. These vacant flats in Collie 
have been vandalised and squatted in, as is often the case with vacant buildings. This caused quite a bit of angst 
amongst neighbouring residents. I am thankful to the local community for raising this matter with me, as they were 
able to get an outcome, which, essentially, is the conversion of these GROH flats into social housing. Although the 
demand for social housing in Collie is not as great as I know it is in other areas, there still is demand. In fact, around 
19 people are on the wait list in Collie, and I am grateful to the minister and his agencies in the Department of 
Communities for their hard work in getting this outcome for my community. 
Social housing can transform lives and build strong resilient communities such as Collie, which has shown time 
and again that it is strong and resilient. We need all types to make up that community. Looking after our most 
vulnerable, who may have had difficulty getting into or maintaining a private rental tenancy, is an investment in 
social and community resilience. Today I was pleased to hear the minister mention the Housing Options strategy, 
and I thank the minister again for his focus on housing, and his hard work and dedication to delivering positive 
social outcomes in Western Australia. 
MR J.N. CAREY (Perth — Minister for Housing) [9.22 am]: I thank the member for Collie–Preston for her 
grievance and her advocacy for both social housing and Government Regional Officers’ Housing in Collie. As the 
member indicated, I visited Collie in my capacity as the Minister for Housing and also the Minister for Local 
Government. I visited this Western Australian Local Government Association zone because not only was it an 
opportunity to have a great chat about local government reform as part of my work in that space, but also I take every 
opportunity, obviously, for getting out to the regions, looking at our public housing stock and our GROH stock to 
see how we can be more creative and innovative in what we do. 
As I have stated before on the public record, these are incredible times. If members remember, when the COVID 
pandemic began, there was doom and gloom about the potential impacts on our economy and there were some very 
dire predictions. Instead, we face the opposite. I would rather face this scenario—a booming economy, but with 
a very hot construction sector and 27 000 building approvals in the metropolitan region and 4 000 in the region. That 
presents challenges to us. But with challenges there is also opportunity for reform. As the new Minister for Housing, 
I am seizing every opportunity to drive a reform program, to try to think outside the box and to make our agency 
more agile in how we deliver housing, and that includes Government Regional Officers’ Housing. That is what we 
have done in Collie. As the member outlined, one example that was highlighted by the local paper, a resident and the 
member for Collie is that a block of six two-bedroom flats was sitting vacant in Collie under the GROH program. 
It became very obvious to me that this was a real opportunity for surplus or vacant GROH stock that was not meeting 
the needs of GROH to be transferred across as social housing. That is what we are doing. We are using refurbishment 
funds to bring those properties up to standard so that we can boost that housing stock. As members know, a huge 
proportion of the demand for social housing is from singles and couples, so we need stock of one and two-bedroom 
units, and that is what we are doing. 
This is not only a significant investment, but also a record investment in social housing from this government, with 
an injection of $875 million into housing this financial year, and a total of $2.1 billion over the next four years. 
The government is also investing nearly $100 million in Government Regional Officers’ Housing, which may be 
used for capital works, new builds or spot purchases. I have set up a forecasting group around GROH so that we 
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can better predict that future demand. I put on the record the glib attacks by the opposition. When we came into 
government, we had a significant debt associated with the GROH program of $180 million. That is the former 
Liberal–National government’s financial success, its financial brilliance that it left us to clean up and fix. Members 
opposite have the audacity to criticise this government about the sale of GROH properties. I will give members 
an example of the former government’s success! The largest sale of Government Regional Officers’ Housing 
in the regions in any one year since the program started was in the time of their own government. That is a fantastic 
achievement that the current Leader of the Opposition can claim. She criticises us about the sale of GROH properties, 
yet the largest sale of GROH homes in the wheatbelt region was under the Leader of the Opposition’s watch while 
she sat around the cabinet table. That was on her watch! 
Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr D.A.E. Scaife): Member for North West Central, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr J.N. CAREY: Of course, we know the member for North West Central is a great champion of the Leader of 
the Opposition—always hovering in the background waiting for his turn. 
Mr P. Papalia: Sarcasm doesn’t work in Hansard! 
Mr J.N. CAREY: I am joking. He is always waiting in the background for his leader. She could never have a finer 
person to back her in, could she? I am being sarcastic. 
We are making significant investments across the state. We also have an $80 million regional program for modular 
housing. We are trying to make the agency more agile to respond to the support and housing initiative for families 
in transition program. The agency is using timber-framed construction. This week I discussed how we pumped out 
timber frame homes in five months, which is extraordinary given the current heated construction market. Originally, 
they would have been double-brick construction and taken up to 12 months to complete. 
We have other investments in Collie with five public houses scheduled for completion as part of a major refurbishment 
under the social housing economic recovery package. We are also building six one-bedroom, one-bathroom properties, 
which are also being funded under the SHERP program. Significant investment is occurring in the regions, 
including Collie. 
Of course, we are also looking to the future. That is why we have set aside $12.8 million towards our ageing public 
housing stock. A critical factor we face is ageing stock and we need to better plan ahead. That $12.8 million will 
provide detailed assessment of the 10 000 units of ageing public housing stock and GROH assets, so that we can 
plan for the future to ensure that we keep as much public housing stock in the system. I thank the member for 
Collie–Preston for her grievance. I am proud of the reforms we are making and the changes we are implementing 
such as converting those six two-bedroom units from GROH to social housing to provide much needed social 
housing to some of the most vulnerable in the Collie community.  
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